



SAW – Movie tetralogy



      Ethics and bioethics themes in Saw movies
Movies of the Saw series presents not only fearful scenes in horror/thriller convention. They also bring up dilemmas of ethical and bioethical nature. The main character - Jigsaw, is not a torturer, but a man that has been a victim of ethical violation in hospital, and now he wants people to realize how precious the gift of life is. 
Saw I
First part of Saw is focused on problem of suicide. Jigsaw itself is pretending through whole movie that he is dead (after committing illusionary suicide) - he becomes a real symbol of consequences of this desperate act. He creates a kind of “game” with immanent rules of it. In this way, Jigsaw wants to show his despise toward persons wanting to throw away their lives, or not respecting the lives of others. Two characters are being held in a ruined toilet – to release from this”prison”, they must interpret Jigsaws hints in right way. These hints unravel truth about these characters and the truth of human nature: vain, selfish, faced directly into own existence.






Saw II

In second movie of Saw series is shown a way of perverse rehabilitation. This rehabilitation has also a moral aspect for people locked up by Jigsaw in deserted house: drug addicts, criminals, rapists and others. But what Jigsaw is trying to say is that “no one is innocent”. In “environment” created by Jigsaw they will show how they treat other peoples lives, and with chooses they made they will prove if they are worth having a life of their own. Consequences and responsibility for our acts (also the way we want to avoid them) is a main problem portrayed in Saw II. For example – Amanda, young woman that has been a drug addict is showing how addiction is steering the consciousness and will of human, so that he isn’t capable of his own decisions.





Saw III
Saw III changes the perspective of a story shown in Saw I & II. Jigsaw is dying because of cancer, and now he is viewed from the position of patient / victim that is dependable on others. In relationship between Jigsaw and his assistant Amanda is placed a question: where is the limit in keeping suffering people alive. Does our attachment to somebody is enough excuse to keep alive a suffering human being? Palliative care is not viewed as a way out - it is only a short term effect to give a peace of mind to us, not the release of disease to the patient. Another character in Saw III is young woman, a surgeon kidnapped to help Jigsaw. This character is bringing the theme of the medical ethic. How doctor should behave in relationship to patient? Should it be equal relation or set on conviction that patient is subordinate to medic? Saw III is giving hints to give a viewer a space for his own opinions. Also that part of Saw shows a problem of revenge. Justification of act of revenge is viewed through the character of middle-aged man, who is searching for a killer of his son. That theme is developed also in Saw IV, but from totally different point of view. 
Saw IV

Last part of Saw is set after the death of Jigsaw. He may be dead, but his influence on reality is un doubt. What is different from other parts is new kind of victim/torturer: a pedophile. Movie shows that even a normal person is able to kill that kind of criminal. The character is a commoner (a black policeman),  that we can smoothly identify with. That is why his actions are so close to our outlook. So Saw IV asks a question: where is the border line of crime and punishment. Does some crimes are beyond the standards of ethical solution. Do we have to drop down to the level of torturer to make revenge and punishment satisfactory?
       Conclusion

Saw is showing us how thin is the line between torturer and victim, how low are motivations of some crimes, and how highly we can explain the need of punishment. Gaining consciousness of value of life is the not only Jigsaw mission, but also the creators of these movies. 
